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Introduction 

Make Your Mark is the UK Youth Parliament’s annual ballot of 11-18 year olds and is the largest 

consultation of young people in the UK. The ballot involved young people choosing from ten 

issues that affect their lives, including lowering the voting age to 16 and improving mental health 

services.  You can see the Make Your Mark ballot paper in Appendix 4. 

Slough’s Youth Parliament (SYP) was founded in 2015 with the sole purpose of empowering and 

enabling Slough’s Young people to have their voice heard. Throughout the month of September and 

October 2016, the Slough Youth Parliament were busy helping their local schools, youth groups and 

community provision participate in the consultation with the support of the Young Peoples Service,  

who also made visit’s to youth groups promoting the ballot. A breakdown on how Slough’s schools 

and organizations voted can be seen in Appendix 1. 

This year Slough’s Make Your Mark results have been recognised as: 

 The 2nd best percentage turnout nationally 

 The top percentage turnout for the whole of the South East region with 67% 

This is an amazing achievement, particularly when taking into account that locally Make Your Mark 

received just 1 vote in 2013. Furthermore, the Young People’s Service started promoting ballot from 

2014 with Slough Youth Parliament helping to co-ordinate it during the last 2 years.  
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In 2015’s ballot, 6,487 young people took part in Make Your Mark and we were awarded for being 

“The most improved Local Authority in the country”. In 2016, Slough achieved another substantial 

increase in participation levels which improved by just under 1,500 additional votes to total 7,883. 

This exemplifies the outstanding progress Slough has made, having broken records in 2 consecutive 

years. This huge increase demonstrates both the hard work and efficiency of the Young People’s 

Service and Slough youth parliament in promoting the ballot across the town. More details can be 

found in the infographics in Appendix 5. 

The table below shows the voting statistics for the South East of England since 2013. 

 

 

 

 

Alaa Fawaz, Slough’s UK Youth Parliament rep said:  

“I am extremely proud of Slough for getting the second highest turnout in the UK and 

breaking records two years running. The response this year was really positive with nearly 

every secondary school taking part. This is a huge opportunity for young people to have their 

voice heard." 
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Slough’s Top 5 Results 2016 

1. Tackling racism and religious discrimination, particularly against 

people who are Muslim or Jewish - All young people should work 

together to combat racism and other forms of discrimination, and ensure 

we know the dangers of such hatred. (1735 Votes)  

2. A Curriculum to prepare us for life - Schools should cover topics 

including finance, sex and relationships and politics in the curriculum. (1213 

Votes) 

3. Transport - Make public transport cheaper, better and accessible for all. 

(1060 Votes) 

4. Votes at 16 – Give 16 and 17 year olds the right to vote in all 

elections/referendums. (960 Votes) 

5. First Aid Education for All Young People – All young people should learn 

basic First Aid, on a regular basis, including CPR, and all schools in the UK 

should have a defibrillator. (811 Votes). 

The Top 5 UK Wide Results 2016 

1. A Curriculum to prepare us for life - Schools should cover topics 

including finance, sex and relationships and politics in the curriculum. 

(142,471 Votes) 

2. Tackling racism and religious discrimination, particularly against 

people who are Muslim or Jewish - All young people should work 

together to combat racism and other forms of discrimination, and ensure 

we know the dangers of such hatred. (123,994 Votes) 

3. Transport - Make public transport cheaper, better and accessible for all. 

(120,186 Votes) 

4. Votes at 16 – Give 16 and 17 year olds the right to vote in all 

elections/referendums. (112,687 Votes) 

5. Stop cuts that affect the NHS – Funding that affects the NHS 

shouldn’t be cut. We must keep up vital services to protect young 

people. (109,919 Votes)  

 



 
4 

Following Slough’s Make Your Mark Results 

Cllr Sabia Hussain, commissioner for education and children's services and deputy leader of the 
council met with members of Slough Youth Parliament on 9th November to discuss the results. Cllr 
Hussain said: “It is great to give young people this opportunity to have their say. They are the citizens 
of the future and it’s important to engage them with politics now.” 

Furthermore, the Young People’s Service and local charity Aik Saath worked alongside Slough Youth 
Parliament to host a young people’s question time event at the Curve on 15th Nov. As Slough’s top 
issue was ‘tacking racism and religious discrimination, particularly against people who are Muslim or 
Jewish’, the topic for this event was ‘Faith and race – community relations and cohesion in a post-
Brexit vote era’.  The event was open to all of Slough’s youth aged 11-19 and was chaired by a sixth 
form student. Over 100 young people attended to hear and question panellists made up of elected 
members from the Labour and Conservative parties, as well as representatives from Thames Valley 
Police and Slough Youth Parliament. They were joined by broadcaster and minister of Maidenhead 
Synagogue, Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain MBE and research and policy analyst Farah Elahi from one of 
Britain's leading race equality think tank’s, The Runnymede Trust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 16th November, Slough Youth reps attended the launch of the Youth Select committee report 
titled Young people and the issues of racism and religious discrimination. This report was based on 
this topic being the UKYP’s current national campaign following their House of Commons debate in 
2015. Youth reps were joined at the launch by a representative from Slough Thames Valley Police 
and participated in a question and answer session with the report authors. Recommendations 
include PSHE becoming a statutory subject in schools, improvements to teacher training as well as 
for local authorities to place a legal duty on schools to record and report data on incidents of 
discrimination, including racism and religious discrimination. To that end, the report has also been 
shared with the chair of Slough Association of Secondary Heads as well as the deputy leader of the 
council, and it is currently awaiting a parliamentary debate. A copy of the report is available at 
www.byc.org.uk/uk/youth-select-committee/reports . 

In December 2016, Youth reps also met with representatives from First Berkshire to raise concerns 
about child fares stopping at age 16 when more young people are staying in education or training.  

http://www.byc.org.uk/uk/youth-select-committee/reports
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The House of Commons Debate & National Campaigns 

The top five results nationwide were debated by the Members of UK Youth Parliament (UKMYPs) in 

the House of Commons on the 11th November, in a special session chaired by the speaker of the 

House of Commons, Rt. Hon. John Bercow MP and broadcast live on BBC Parliament. A total of 276 

UKYP members aged 11-18 took part in the debates, the subjects for which were voted for by 

978,216 young people across the UK in the annual Make Your Mark ballot. 

This year was the second time Slough has been represented with Youth Parliament member,        

Alaa Fawaz, 15, attending the debate and speaking in favour of making public transport cheaper and 

accessible for all. In particular, Alaa raised the issue of adult fares for young people and called for a 

nationwide concession scheme comparable to what is provided by transport for London. 

The session saw the UKYP vote to make lowering the voting age to 16 the UK Youth Parliament’s 

(UKYP) next national campaign. A curriculum for life was also chosen as their priority campaign for 

England. 

 

 

Alaa said:  

“It was an unforgettable experience. The atmosphere was amazing, with all the passionate 

speakers in the debates. The day truly inspired me to keep working to empower the youth." 
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Going Forward 

Votes at 16 will now be subject to a youth select committee report in parliament. Alaa will be 

meeting local MP, The Right Honourable Fiona Mactaggart on the 20th of January which is the 

national day of action to launch the UKYP campaigns, at this meeting they will also be discussing the 

local Make Your Mark results as issues voted for by the young people of Slough. In addition to this, 

Alaa will be sharing the recommendations from Novembers youth select committee report about 

racism and religious discrimination. 

Representatives from Slough Youth Parliament and the Young People’s Service will also be attending 

a reception at the House of Commons on the 25th of January to receive an award from ministers in 

recognition of Slough’s Make Your Mark turnout. 

The Make Your Mark data from the last two years, showing which issues matter most to Slough’s 

young people will be shared with the newly elected cohort of Slough Youth Parliament in February 

2017. Youth reps will take this into account when designing their new manifesto for 2017-2019.  

                             © UK Parliament/Roger Harris 
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A Curriculum to Stop cuts that Body Mental Fund our Youth Services, First aid education for Tackling racism and Raise awareness of sexual Total

Votes at 16  prepare us for life affect the NHS Transport Image Health Don’t cut them all young people religious discrimination harassment in schools

Arbour Vale 37 9 4 6 2 11 2 2 29 0 102

Baylis 93 144 70 111 31 60 11 94 222 23 859

Beechwood 49 84 40 81 15 41 9 44 118 45 526

Ditton Park 96 49 25 56 20 27 23 30 105 24 455

Eden Girls 4 27 11 21 13 9 1 19 136 27 268

Haybrook 9 10 1 4 2 7 3 4 9 4 53

Herschel Grammar 156 83 94 106 32 49 11 72 174 73 850

Langley Academy 89 172 62 142 39 74 18 71 183 59 909

Langley Grammar 123 126 83 98 24 50 19 117 86 22 748

Lynch Hill 4 38 5 21 6 11 4 33 82 28 232

Slough & Eton 30 53 47 68 2 36 5 34 167 20 462

St Bernard's 28 98 40 46 24 56 3 35 72 19 421

St Joseph's 72 153 25 117 17 40 7 77 68 24 600

Upton Court 

Grammer 79 64 58 100 8 53 9 105 133 29 638

Wexham School 45 29 22 32 16 27 15 29 71 18 304

TOTAL 914 1139 587 1009 251 551 140 766 1655 415 7427

A Curriculum to Stop cuts that body Mental Fund our Youth Services, Fist aid education for Tackling racism and Raise awareness of sexual

Votes at 16  prepare us for life affect the NHS Transport image Health Don’t cut them all young people religious discrimination harassment in schools TOTAL

YES Consortium 6 9 3 3 3 15 18 7 12 5 81

YPS 38 65 7 48 19 24 30 38 67 34 370

SCHOOLS 914 1139 587 1009 251 551 140 766 1655 415 7427

Online 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 4

TOTAL 960 1213 598 1060 273 591 188 811 1735 454 7883

Appendix 1 

Acknowledgements to Schools and Youth Provisions who participated and made Make 

Your Mark possible:  
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Appendix 2 

Local results from 2015 and 2016 
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2016 
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Appendix 3 

National Top 5 Issues 2015 and 2016 

2015 

2016 
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Appendix 4 
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Appendix 5 

Infographics of 2015 and 2016 results 
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